
Answering hunters, politicians, and  
government wildlife managers who promote 

killing Mourning Doves for fun.

Effective 3 September, 2013, the 
federal government with the 
agreement of its Ontario counterpart 
has opened a sport hunt – a fun hunt – 
in southern Ontario of Mourning Doves. 
Mourning Doves haven’t been hunted 
in Ontario since 1955. 

Those looking forward to amusing themselves  
by cruelly extinguishing the lives of Mourning 
Doves, those government wildlife managers who 
enable them, and those politicians who covet 
the votes and political donations of hunters offer 
a range of arguments to justify a sport hunt of 
Mourning Doves.

All their arguments promoting the hunt, however, 
have in common one thing: an attempt to avoid, 
at all costs, confronting a basic fact – one well 
understood even by most hunters: killing and  
being cruel to animals for fun is morally wrong. 
Never let those who promote hunting for fun  
evade the moral repugnance of killing and being 
cruel for fun.

What follows are some claims being used 
to defend the Mourning Dove hunt, and 
suggestions for refuting them. We begin with  
a fundamental principle.
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The Right to Live

Like all living things – plant, animal, human, non-human 
– Mourning Doves have an intrinsic “Right to Live.” It is 
a right, like no other. It is not granted by human society, 
but rather by the energy of stars, the wonder of ecology, 
and billions of years of evolution. This fundamental, 
universal, intrinsic, biological, and necessary right is self-
evident. It is what ensures that there is a viable biosphere 
on this planet, one that can support and enhance all life 
and will support myriad lives to come, if the Right to Live 
is respected and defended by our species.

Not only do Mourning Doves have a Right to Live as 
a species, each of them as an individual enjoys the 
same right, as do we all. Because each of them – as a 
consequence of the Right to Live – also has a will to live, 
as do we all. We have in common with all life this will to 
live. It binds us.

Common to all living things is the biological and 
ecological necessity to  consume or displace other life 
in order to live. Humans are not exempt from this basic 
necessity. However, our moral obligation – imposed 
because we are able to think,  able to make choices, 
and able to anticipate the future consequences of our 
choices – is that we displace other life to the least extent 
we can, and do it in such a way that it respects those 
whose lives are given up for us, and that it enhances 
not diminishes our common biosphere. Of this, we are 
capable. And, because we are capable of this, we are 
morally required to do it.

All non-human living things, plant and animal, simply by 
how they live their lives enhance the biosphere.  

We humans, too often, choose not to learn from 
them, choose not to emulate them. Unlike every other 
living thing, we humans diminish life and degrade the 
biosphere by our choice of wanton disregard for the 
others with whom we share this world.

There is a conflict between people who respect the 
Right to Live and those who do not. Who prevails will 
determine the future of not only human life on this planet, 
but also – and as importantly – the lives of billions of 
other beings.

It is this principle that deems that killing Mourning Doves 
for fun is wrong, is immoral, and must be stopped – as 
should all killing for fun.

The new Mourning Dove sport hunt  
in Southern Ontario is supported by  
the governments of both Prime Minster 
Stephen Harper and Ontario Premier 
Kathleen Wynne

True. Politicians generally support not what is right, 
but what they judge will win the most votes and raise 
the most in political donations. From climate change 
to species extinctions, almost all of our environmental 
and animal protection failings have their roots in this 
political reality. Both Prime Minister Stephen Harper and 
Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne believe, it seems, that 
there are more votes and donations to be harvested 
from the sport hunting community than from those 
who understand how crucial environmental and animal 
protection are.   

We know from history that opposition to the Mourning 
Dove hunt would have been widespread if Environment 
Canada and Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources 
had consulted with naturalists, birders, and people who 
enjoy the doves at their feeders before recommending 
the hunt.  Environment Canada tried to implement a 
Mourning Dove hunt in 1954. It ended a year later 
due to public opposition.  The same opposition exists 
today, and it will grow as groups like Animal Alliance/
Environment Voters inform Ontarians of the hunt and 
asks them to demand that their politicians end it.

Mourning doves are hunted in the  
United States

And, Spain has bull fights. Brazil has cockfights. Japan 
has dog fighting, and whaling. That the United States,  
or any other nation, allows something intrinsically wrong, 
is not a reason that it should be allowed in Canada. 
Canada should be setting higher standards, not adopting 
lower ones.

Mourning Doves are good to eat

The sport hunt of Mourning Doves has nothing to do 
with food. Sport hunters kill animals for fun. That some 
sport hunters may, after they’ve relished their killing, eat 
parts of the animals who died, is irrelevant. Be assured, 
no hunter who has the firearms, ammunition, equipment, 
and time to hunt Mourning Doves for fun needs them for 
sustenance. In fact, the edible part of a dove’s body is 
about half the size of a hot dog wiener.  Mourning Doves 
are killed for fun, not food.

The hunt is sustainable

Mourning doves are an abundant species, and that’s 
excellent news.  However, abundance is not a valid 
rationale for killing them for fun.  2014 will be the 100 
year anniversary of the extinction of the Passenger 
Pigeon, another dove once native to Ontario. They, too, 
were abundant, but were wiped out nonetheless.  
If abundance was a valid justification for killing for fun, 
why not Robins, Blue Jays, and Cardinals?

What’s particularly abhorrent about this argument is that 
it neglects any respect for the animal as an individual.  
It doesn’t matter how many Mourning Doves there might 
be, he or she who is killed for amusement had, like you, 
me, and even their killer, a will and right to live.

Hunting Mourning Doves provides  
young people with the opportunity  
to practice their hunting skills

This appeal to the children is disingenuous and 
hypocritical. Sport hunting groups promote hunting by 
children, not to benefit young people, but in order to 
keep their dying sport alive for themselves.

The appeal of Mourning Doves as “game” birds is their 
fast flight.  However, the nature of the hunt – fast flying 
flocks of birds combined with the use of shotguns –
results in 30% and higher wounding rates. Killing and 
cruelty, all for fun.

Yes, shooting Mourning Doves will give young people 
the opportunity to practice hunting skills. It will also 
teach them to be cruel, to kill for no other reason than 
amusement, and to disregard the intrinsic right to live 
that all living things have in common. Are those the 
values – values that have caused most of the world’s 
animal suffering and ecological degradation – we want  
to impress on young people? I think not.

Hunting is a right and we have a right  
to hunt Mourning Doves as is done in 
many states in the US

With the exception of First Nations peoples, hunting 
is not a legal right in Canada. Sport hunting is a 
primitive and reprehensible cultural artifact like slavery, 
child labor, and bear baiting. It is also a scientifically 
discredited wildlife management tool that stems from 
the manufactured notion that, if left alone, wildlife 
populations will increase without end and therefore  
must be controlled. 

Those who respect animals have as much right to 
demand that they be left in peace, as those who would 
kill them for fun have a supposed right to take their lives. 
What’s at issue is whose values and ethics will prevail 
as politicians consider public policy about  animals and 
other living things. The ethical choice is between those 
who kill animals for fun, or those who respect them, 
understand our relationship with them, and accept our 
obligations to them.

If the hunter’s values prevail, our future and the future of 
all living things – if we have a future at all – will be bleak. 
If our values prevail, there is hope that the harm already 
done by our species can be healed, and our common 
biosphere can flourish.

Not only do Mourning 
Doves have a Right to 
Live as a species, each 
of them as an individual 
enjoys the same right, 
as do we all. Because 
each of them – as a 
consequence of the Right 
to Live – also has a will 
to live, as do we all.  
We have in common with 
all life this will to live.  
It binds us.


