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April, 2012

Dear Friend,

On Valentine’s Day – ironically, a day to celebrate love and compassion – a committee of Canada’s
unelected Senators crushed all hope I harboured that the grey seals on Sable Island (Canada’s newest
national park) would be spared “political” killings.

Sable Island is a band of grassy sand dunes, 42 kilometers long and 1.5 kilometers wide. Three hundred
kilometers southeast of Halifax, it’s home to a range of species from the Ipswich sparrow which breeds only
on Sable to wild horses. And, it’s home to the largest grey seal colony in the world. A natural wonder
Canadians should cherish and protect.

Disturbing evidence, which is laid out below, can only lead to one terrible conclusion: Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and his Conservatives, to win votes in the Maritime provinces, have decided that the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), aided and abetted by Parks Canada, will assault Sable Island
and cruelly slaughter over 200,000 seals – mostly mothers and nursing pups. 

These are political killings intended to exploit the blind hatred that so many Atlantic fisherman have 
for seals, and thereby endear them to Conservative Members of Parliament.

Hope may be crushed, but our determination to stop the planned Slaughter on Sable is not. 

Moving forward, we must assume the worst. Stephen Harper’s and his Conservative Party’s
environmental and wildlife policies are not determined by science or sustainability – and never by
compassion – but by what best serves their immediate political advantage. 

Unless we and others join together and stop the slaughter, I expect the first wave of political killing on
Sable to start in late January or early February 2013 when the mothers are giving birth and suckling their
young. Only when they are at this vulnerable stage can huge numbers of them be killed.

Armed with your activism and generous financial support, we want to send out a national call to all
Canadians who, like you, share a deep understanding and compassion for the wild animals with whom we
share our country. We want to ask them to help us prevent the Slaughter on Sable.

With your help, we’ll ask Canadians to solemnly pledge to boycott Canada’s national parks if there is a
Slaughter on Sable. None us should be supporting a government agency – Parks Canada – that is complicit
in the political killing of wildlife.

I’m asking you, today, and we’ll be asking all Canadians through our website and social media in the
months to come, to send their pledges to the Hon. Peter Kent, Minister of Environment. 
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Why Peter Kent? As the Minister of Environment, Kent is responsible for Parks Canada. Kent can veto the
Slaughter on Sable. As of today, despite my repeated requests for an answer, Kent’s Parks Canada officials
have refused to say they will prohibit the killings.

The evidence that Harper and the Conservatives were planning the Slaughter on Sable began to 
emerge in May 2010 with a report (discovered thanks to Access to Information) prepared for the DFO. 
Titled Logistical Evaluation of Options to Manage the Grey Seal Population on Sable Island, the report
authored by CBCL Limited, a Halifax engineering firm, details a four year strategy to slaughter over 
220,000 seals on Sable Island – and incinerate their bodies.

I wrote to you about this in June 2010, as soon as we heard about it. At the time, the DFO claimed that 
it had no plans for the Slaughter on Sable, saying the report was merely routine contingency planning.
Clearly, that wasn’t true. 

Stephen Harper’s and the Conservative’s next step was to lay the ground work for a “scientific” rationale
for the Slaughter on Sable. The mission to manufacture bogus science fell to former Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans Gail Shea.

Stephen Harper and the Conservatives have shown across all issues – from the environment and wildlife
to criminal law reform – that they have no interest in either science or facts. Like extreme zealots, they cling
to their own beliefs and biases, no matter how false, and nothing will dissuade them from their “truth”. 

Exacerbating their extremism is their blind political ambition. Nothing matters more to them, it seems,
than clinging to power. To this end, they work to thwart global efforts to address climate change. They sell
cancer-causing asbestos banned in Canada to less-developed countries. And in their obsession to market
the world’s dirtiest oil they persecute environmental groups that democratically campaign to end the
Conservatives’ destruction of Canada’s environment and wildlife.

It was with this cruel and destructive, mindless zeal that Gail Shea convened a symposium of scientists,
mostly from the DFO, to report on the negative effects of grey seals on Canada’s cod stocks.

Shea had to invite some independent scientists in order to give the symposium any plausible validity.
Many balked at the biased terms of reference. It was scientifically and ecologically bogus, they rightly
complained, to only consider “negative” effects.

The interaction between cod and marine mammals is very complex, and the evidence from around the
world is clear. Rather than harming fish stocks, marine mammals actually enhance them.

That politically inconvenient truth for the Conservatives is, in fact, what is now happening in Canada. 
As grey seal populations rise, so do those of cod. 

Independent (and even some DFO) scientists who raised objections about the symposium’s terms 
where soon disinvited and replaced with others who understood that it was better for their careers to give
Shea and the Conservatives the science they wanted rather than the science that the data and evidence
supported.
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Not surprisingly the symposium’s final report, Impacts of Grey Seals on Fish Populations in Eastern
Canada, found that,

…mortality associated with grey seal predation appears to be an important factor
inhibiting the recovery of cod … in the southern Gulf of St. Lawrence … reduction
of grey seal numbers … would lead to a recovery of cod … populations there.

Unfortunately for the Conservatives, that’s not what the evidence at sea actually shows. The authors of
the scientific paper based on the report, Seal-Cod Interactions on the Eastern Scotian Shelf: Reconsideration
of Modelling Assumptions, had to conclude in order to secure publication in the peer-reviewed scientific
literature that,

… the increases in natural mortality of cod on the Eastern Scotian Shelf since the
late 1980s have been due in a large part to the exponential growth of the grey seal
population. The assumptions made in this study (and the associated model
results) are, however, inconsistent with the estimated recent increase in
cod abundance (i.e. since 2005). [My emphasis. LW]

Put simply, the Conservative’s and Shea’s obedient government scientists developed computer 
models to “prove” that grey seals must be culled to help cod recover, but in the real world the cod are, in
fact, recovering as the grey seal population rises. Their computer model is wrong. Another politically
inconvenient scientific truth for the Conservatives. What did they do then? Did they respect the real science?
No!

Next, the Conservative Party’s stacked Senate of scientifically incompetent political hacks took up the
political cause and began hearings into the cull of grey seals.

On Valentine’s Day – coincidently just before Dr. David Lavigne, Science Advisor to the International
Fund for Animal Welfare was to appear before the Senate Committee – I learned from trusted, confidential
sources that the fix was in. The Conservative Senators had been ordered by Conservative operatives to
produce a report calling for a cull of grey seals. The hearings were, in fact, a sham – political propaganda –
just like Shea’s “scientific” symposium.

I watched Dr. Lavigne’s testimony before the committee, and it was blatant that the Conservative
Senators weren’t interested in science. As Chronicle Herald journalist Paul McLeod wrote the following day,

Conservative senators gave a rough ride Tuesday night to a scientist who opposes a
proposed [grey] seal cull. The tone at the committee meeting wavered from respectful
to confrontational to downright bizarre.

David Lavigne of the International Fund for Animal Welfare presented evidence
that culling thousands of seals in Atlantic Canada may not boost cod stocks as
hoped, and could in fact hurt them.

“Just going out and culling, based on current knowledge, with all of the
uncertainty, is risky and ill-advised, in my opinion,” Lavigne said…
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Lavigne argued that with so many species in play, removing one predator doesn’t
mean the numbers of one prey will rebound. He argued there is considerable
evidence that a seal cull could hurt cod populations…

…But most senators were having none of it. They grilled Lavigne on his
organization’s staffing levels, asked whether he is a vegetarian (he is not) and
accused him of being in the pocket of the anti-seal hunt lobby…

This wasn’t “sober second thought”, but rather a political witch hunt, and it confirmed my worst fears.
There will be a Slaughter on Sable, unless people like you and me make it a bad political decision for
Stephen Harper and his Conservatives.

With your help, we’ll begin by holding the Minister of the Environment, Peter Kent, personally
accountable. He is the minister responsible for Parks Canada, and he can veto the Slaughter on Sable.
Fortunately for us, Kent’s electoral district, Thornhill, is in southern Ontario where the political killing of
seals to curry favour with those who have a mindless hatred of them does not confer an electoral
advantage. Quite the contrary. 

Please, mail the enclosed pledge card to Peter Kent (postage is free). And, please support this action to
prevent the Slaughter on Sable with a generous donation. It’s not enough for just the friends of Animal
Alliance Environment Voters, people like you, to pledge to boycott Parks Canada if there is a Slaughter on
Sable. We must ask people across Canada, and even in the United States and Europe to join the campaign.
We need your generous donation to help us reach them.

Yours sincerely,

Liz White
Director 

P.S. Please mail your pledge today, if possible. We must strike now. Stephen Harper and the Conservatives
are under extreme suspicion – and therefore politically weakened. They’re losing trust because of the
illegal “robo call” voter suppression scheme that helped the Conservatives win their majority and
because of calls from prestigious scientific publications like Nature demanding they stop gagging
government scientists.
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