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Controversy swirls as deer cull stopped! 
 

BC Deer Protection Coalition  
celebrates as Cranbrook fails to meet its  

target and six deer escape execution. 
 
 
March 1, 2013 – City of Cranbrook makes a hasty retreat as controversy continues to 
swirl around the deer cull. 
 
“We are thrilled that the cull has finally ended,” said Colleen Bailey, spokesperson for 
the BC Deer Protection Coalition. “We are also thrilled that the City brought the cull to 
an end before achieving their target of thirty animals.  We think the ongoing controversy 
had a lot to do with ending the cull early.  We are sad that twenty four innocent animals 
died in the fiasco but six escaped cruel confinement and execution. ” 
 
“Cranbrook Council got what it deserved,” said Devin Kazakoff, spokesperson for the 
Coalition.  “It met in secret, it voted in secret, it spent tax dollars in secret and it told 
residents of Cranbrook that it was none of their business how it voted until after the cull 
was complete.  Now that it has ended, Council tells us that it agreed to spend $15,000 on 
the cull even though it knew that killing 30 deer as previously stated would have cost 
$18,750.  At any rate, the decision was made without public oversight on the bid process, 
the cost and whether to have a cull at all.” 
 
“Once again, 24 animals die in vain,” said Liz White, spokesperson for the Coalition.  
“As we have said repeatedly, indiscriminate trapping does not work.  Of the 24 deer 
caught, 10 were adult does who the City deems aggressive. That means that 59% of the 
animals caught and killed were not the target animals and about 1/3 of those were young 
of the year.  We have repeatedly said that culls to not work.  We have offered to assist 
with the development of a human/deer conflict prevention programme and a non- lethal 
strategy where conflicts occur.  It would be extremely helpful, for example, if the City 
proactively enforced the no feeding deer by- law.” 
 
“Once again, we offer our services to the City to assist in the development of a prevention 
programme,” Bailey continued.  “The people of Cranbrook who have contacted me want 
to have open and transparent discussions about alternative approaches to culling.  We ask 
that you start the process now.” 
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For information: BC Deer Protection Coalition: 250-420-1311 
 


