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Royal had been part of the Bishop family for 13 years, a

"+ fixture in the family’s home videos and photos. How

could a dog that was obviously well cared for -with a
collarand a tag- end up dead after running loose in a
small town?

 Few pecple know that public pounds are a cheap source

of dogs for research labs. In Ontario, pounds have to
hold the dogs for three days, and then they can sell the
stray pets to labs that use them for experiments.

At the labs, the animals are used for scientific and
commercial experiments and to train veterinarians.
They’ll put hip replacements in healthy dogs, for
example, and use others for genctic research.

Unlike other countries, Canada doesn't have a federal law
governing animal research. The Senate is currently '
studying an anti-cruelty bill that could be extended to
include lab animals. And guess whose fighting it? The
industry’s own watchdog.

Links to research, organizations, media coverage and
documents Disclosure uncovered while researching this
story.

5/21/2003




CBC News: Disclosure - Underwater Games - Page 1 of 2

<<back

CBC News: Disclosure
MNo Safe Place> A Runaway Named Royal> Printer Version

Broadcast; March 4, 2003

Royal had been part of the Bishop family for 13 years, a fixture
in the family’s home videos and photos. How could a dog that
was obviously well cared for -with a collar and a tag- end up
dead after running loose in a smalf town?

Laurie Bishop remembers the day he
went missing like it was yesterday:
“We went all over the place looking for
him, looked around.the farm
immediately first and then headed
down the road.”

i 3
And that's how It all began, the search  Royal had been part of the
for a lost dog. Laurie’s husband led Bl‘fhtol3 fﬁ_‘ml'g’ f?f 13 Yeii‘sr a
: ixture in the family's home
that search for their dog, Royal. videos photos.

' mare photos of Royal ::

“He called several different places. He
tried the fire department, the police,
and they all just basically didn’t know,” Laurie recalls.

The golden retriever had been part of the family for 13 years, a
fixture in the Bishop’s home videos and family photos.

Laurie’s husband finally tracked Royal down. The local
dogcatcher had picked him up. He called Laurie to break the
news. Royal wasn’t safe. He was dead. The dogcatcher said he'd

been put down.

“I had dropped the phone actually,”
Laurie says. "I think I was just
screaming, you know, ‘No!’ ... I couldn't
balieve It; I didn't want to believe iL.”

But how could a dog that was
obviously well cared for -~with a collar
and a tag- end up dead after running
loose in a small town?

Rayal and Laurle in 1996.

“*That’s the beginning of my ... you know, wait a minute, there’s
something wrong here,” says Laurie. "How could this happen?”

After weeks of frantic phone calls, Laurie finally learned her local
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pound scld her dog to an animal lab at the University of Guelph.
But Royal was too old to endure any experiments, so he was
euthanized.

naxt: The Dog Pound
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Few people know that public pounds are a cheap source of dags
for research labs. In Ontario, pounds have to hold the dogs for
three days, and then they can sell the stray pets to labs that use
them for experiments.

Few pecple know that public pounds
are a cheap source of dogs for
research lahs. The pounds have to hold
the dogs for three days. After that,
they can sell the stray pets to labs,
which use them for experiments, It's
done right across the country. Here in
Ontario, like it or not, it's the law.

The pods .ha to hold the
dogs for three days. After

that, they can sefl the stray  note:r Although the seliing of pound animals
pets to labs, which use them 44 research can be found across Canada,
for experiments. some munlicipalities have stopped the
practice. Some local municipalities have
also extended the holding perfod {in which they keep animals before
offering them to research) beyond three days.

Shelters don't like talking about this. Disclosure called about 20
shelters - most deny selling dogs for fear of a public backlash.

But it does help them cut costs. They don't have to board the
animals, or pay to euthanize them.

“ think a lot of pecpie, I find when they come into the shelter
that they're not even aware that the province requires them to
sell to research,” says Sheita Elkington.

Elkingtan is an animal control officer for a sheiter in
Bowmanville, Ontario, which was once one of the biggest
suppliers of animals for research labs in the province. Elkington
hated handing the animals over, so the town stopped it. They
now find homes for 99% of the stray dogs.

But Elkington still remembers what she
calis “the bad old days”: “If we had an
order there and we had no way to get
the animal home, we had to fill the
order before we were permitted to
euthanize it...

http://www.cbc.ca/disclosure/archives/030304_animals/pound_print.html
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“We had research requests, they came
in on a regular basis. They specified
what weight in kilograms the animals
were to be. They had to be friendly;
they had to be in good health... They
had to have something that was
handle-able, to do whatever the fests
were, So they didn't want anything

g e 38
Disclosure called about 20

that was going to be aggressive with shelters - most deny selling
them.” dogs for fear of a public
backlash.

in other words - a friendly dog, like someone’s pet. Like Laurie
Bishop’s dog, Royal [ses: A Runaway Named Rovyal],

naxt: Inside a Laboratory
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Af the labs, the animals are used for scientific and commercial
experiments and to train veterinarians. Theyll put hip
replacements in healthy dogs, for example, and use others for
genetic research.

Every week, dogs are delivered to an
animal fab at the University of Guelph.
It's one of the biggest of Canada’s 200
or so labs that do experiments on
animals.

The dogs are used for scientific and ; =y ;
commercial experiments, and to train  Dogs arriving at the Guelph
veterinarians, They'll put hip facility,
replacements in healthy dogs, for

example, and use others for genetic research,

The dogs are weighed and prepared —they call it “conditioning”-
before they undergo experiments. About 700 dogs are
conditioned at the Guelph facility every year,

Dr, Denna Benn is the Director of Animal Care Setvices at the
University of Guelph, She led Disclosure on a tour, showing us
the sunny side of animal experimentation.

Dr. Benn insists the dogs are well cared for —most every dog we
saw had a brand new chew toy and the floor was still wet from
being washed. In fact, Dr. Benn’s animal facility has won an
award from CCAC for its quality of animal care.

“At least 30 per cent of the animals
that go through shelters and humane
societies are being euthanized,” says
Dr. Benn, “and so rather than kill those
degs and then go ahead raise more
dog for purpose bred for research, they
4 felt that rather than have two animals
"Purpose bred” dogs, tike e die potentially we would end up using

beagle, are born and bred for the one dog.
experimants.

*And again, we want to make sure
we're only using pound dogs where we need them to.”

http://www.cbe.ca/disclo sure/archives/0303 04 animals/labs print.html 5/21/2003
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So it's all about saving lives? Well not exactly. Laboratories also
save money —lots of it~ by using dogs frem your local pound.
Pound dogs are sold for a flat rate: $6 a head.

Now consider the alternative: what's called a “purpose bred
dog.” They're born and bred for experiments, A purpose bred
dog can cost as much as $500 US, plus shipping and handiing.

“Those animals have to come from out of Canada,” says Dr.
Benn. “We don't have a supplier in Canada, so they’re making
fong journeys, they’re coming from either New York State or

Indiana.”

But they're not all doomed dogs. And
just to prove her point, Dr. Benn
showed us the lab’s “Feel-Good Board.”

“Wherever possible,” she says, “if the
animal doesn’t have to be euthanized :
because they have to collect tissues or Dogs are adopted out of the
something that would be life Guelph facility "whenever
th reni th th R | il b possible®. Photos of the iucky

reatening, then the animals will be dogs get posted on the

adopted out.” tacility's "Feel-Good Board®,

But at best, 20 per cent of the dogs that come for research will
make It out alive. The rest will eventually die in the name of
science,

MARK KELLEY: We're in a research facility and yet
we're not seeing any research, why is that?

DR. BENN: Because in actual fact there's very little
research that’s done here in the holding facility. Most
of the research is done in the laboratories, in the
research laborataries.

MARHK KELLEY: And can we see those?

DR. BENN: For privacy and I guess liability issues it
would be probably inappropriate for us to sort of
bomb over there with our cameras.

MARK KELLEY: But if our cameras were abie to
bomb over there, what would we actually see?

DR. BENN: They might be seeing an injection, they
may see physical examinations, they may see
temperatures taken on animals.

MARI KELLEY: But that's not the extent of the
research that is going on in this facility — I mean
vou're doing much meoere than that.

DR. BENN: No, not really.

Actually they are. For our tour of the lab, Disclosure brought a
list of animal experiments posted on Guelph’s own website. The
list doesn't give much detail on what's being done to the
animals, but it does show there were dozens of tests being
conducted that weren’t part of Dr. Benn's tour.

htip://www.cbe.ca/disclosure/archives/030304_animals/labs_print.htm] 5/21/2003
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“What are they trving to hide?” says
Dr. David Neil, the head veterinarian at
the University of Alberta in Edmonton
and a former Inspector with the
Canadian Council on Animal Care
(CCAC), which oversees the labs [see:
The Regulators]. “There should be nothing
Dr. David Nell Is the o in animal research that you're

veterinarian at the University ashamed of and you want to hide.”
of Alberta in Edmaonton.

The University of Alberta posts its
CCAC inspections reports online for anyone to see, It's one of the
few labs to do that. “There shouid be transparency,” says Dr.
Neil. "People are ready for that transparency, this is the time for
public accountability.” '

see:; Alberta Universities Act: Animal Welfare
Regulation, University of Alberta Animal Policy and
Welfare Committee, and University of Alberta CCAC
Assesment Report 1999 [roF] (nofe; the 1999 report
is from the most recent Alberta CCAC inspection. The
University of Alberta is due for an inspection in May
2003.) '

The University of Alberta has stopped using pound dogs for
experiments. They've shown they can continue their research
only using purpose bred dogs. “We use very few dogs now,” says
Dr. Neil. "When I first came in 1986 we used over 800 dogs a
yvear, In the last two years we've used 53 and 54

respectively.” [For more on the University's decision, see: University
contemplates scrapping experiments on stray dogs - article from the Canadian Press,
May 16, 2000.]

next: The Regulators
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Unlike other countries, Canada doesnt have a federal law
governing animal research. The Senate is currently studying an
anti-cruelty bill that could be extended to include lab animals.
And guess whose fighting it? The industry’s own watchdog.

Some people might think the animal
rights movement all but ended the
practice of using animals for
experiments - but far from it. The
latest statistics show the number of
dogs being used in labs is going up;
with more and more of them plucked
from your nelghbourhood pound.

What hap,pens to those gs
remains a secret. The ‘
research fs confidential. What happens to those dogs remains a

secret, The research is confidential,
and the only national group that oversees the labs is actually set
up and run by the research organizations themselves.

The people who inspect the labs are members of the Canadian
Council on Animal Care {CCAC). They set and enforce the
guidelines for animal testing, The CCAC only inspects labs every
three to five years, and they give thern plenty of warning.

Disclosure reporter Mark Kelley spoke with Dr. Clement Gauthier,
aexecutive director of the Canadian Council on Animal Care:

MARK KELLEY: There
seems to be g feeling as
far as the CCAC's
concerned that you are run
by your clients, who have a
vested interest in using
animats. So when it comes

' + . I 5 < iR
time fqr inspections you re Dr. Clement Gadthier,
not going to get tough with executive director of the
the peop]e who are paying Canadian Council on Animal
your bills. ' Care,

DR. GAUTHIER: The

Canadian Councll on Animal Care basically operates
on the peer review base. Which means that you
really have to have those who are impacted on board
so they participate in the programs, since it's a

http://www.cbe.ca/disclosure/archives/030304_animals/regulators_print.html ( 5/21/2003
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volunteer system. Basically you must have them
aboard. You must have all the users and the non-
users as well.

MARK KELLEY: But how tough are the users going
to be in cracking down on themselves?

DR. GAUTHIER: Oh, it's pretty tough I can tell you.
MARK KELLEY: In all this time then, in 34 years
that you've heen in operation, you've never had to
shut anyone down? Everyone plays by the rules?
DR, GAUTHIER: Yes they do, definitively, the
answer is yes.

“Tt's not an inspection where you're
trying to catch people out,” says br,
David Meil, the head vet at the
University of Alberta, and a former -
CCAC inspector, Dr. Neil says the CCAC
is a paper tiger that needs teeth:

Reporter Mark Kelley MARK KELLEY: Who in their
interviewing Dr. David Neil,  right mind, knowing that the
nggt‘ft at the University of  cCAC inspectors are coming are

' going to have any problems? I
mean, you're going to wash the floors; the animals
are going to have their teeth brushed and they'ré
going to be putting on their Sunday best for the
inspectors,

DR. NEIL: Absolutely.

MARK KELLEY: Why do we need to know what's

golng on behind closed doors?

DR. NEIL: The reason for that is that we're using

animals in research and we all want to know, to feel

comfortable with it: that wherever we're using them
and whenever we're using them, that they're getting
the best treatment possible.

MARK KELLEY: Have you seen cases where they're

not?

DR. NEIL: Oh yes all the time... People who are

using very poor methods of anaesthesia and

inadequate methods of anaesthesia, not using
analgesics properly, not allowing animails to live too
long before they are put to sleep. So that we know

“end-points” has become a very big issue.

The University of Alberta posts its CCAC inspections reports
online for anyone to see. It's one of the few labs to do that.
“There should be transparency,” says Dr. Neil. "People are ready
for that transparency, this is the time for public accountability.”

Regulation, University of Alberta Animat Policy and
_Welfare Committee, and University of Alberta CCAC

Assesment Report 1999 [pDF] (note: the 1999 report
is from the most recent Alberta CCAC Inspection. The

http://www.cbe.ca/disclosure/archives/030304 animals/regulators_print.html 5/21/2003
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University of Alberta is due for an inspection in May
2003.)

But there is little transparency how.
While CCAC members see what's going
on behind the labs’ closed doors, they
are gagged by confidentiality
agreements. One of the few things we
do know, according to the CCAC's
latest report, is that more animals are
being subjected to higher levels of pain According to the CCAC's

in lab experiments. fatest repart, more anlmals
are being subjected to higher

- what i . in th tevels of pain in lab
But what exactly Is going on in these experiments.

labs? Dr. Gauthier says that's
confidential,

MARK KELLEY: But a lot of this Is publicly funded
research. Why shouldn't it be disclosed, why
shouldn't it be made public?

PR. GAUTHIER: If you don’t know the whole
envirecnment, where the assessment was done, and
probably the previcus assessment, then you could
misjudge the situation. And that is done also to
avoid, as I mentioned, in other cases the animal
extremist groups to target these institutions.

Laurie Bishop lost her dog, Roya'i, to pound seizure [see: A Runaway
Named Roval]. Bishop felt the public should know what was going
on in the labs, so she started a public campaign crusading for an
end to the use of pound dogs.

"I was touched by what happened,” says Dr. Gauthier, "I'm a pet
owner as well.”

Dr. Gauthier felt sorry for Laurie’s loss,
but not sorry enough to recommend
that labs stop using pound dogs.

MARK KELLEY: Why not say-

let's stop using pound animals

. let’s stop using pound dogs -

Royal vanished in September  that’s a sure fire way to get

2001, For his story, see: A around this?

Runaway Named Roval DR. GAUTHIER: People

probably as well are mindful as

weil that thelr own pets are suffering from the same
disease that we do suffer froam. And they will require
the sarme sort of medications to treat them as well ~
so research is needed to find those things for their
benefits as well as ours.
MARK KELLEY: You've got a pet - would you want
your pef used? )

http://www.che.ca/disclosure/archives/030304 _animals/regulators print.hitml 5/21/2003
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DR. GAUTHIER: No, but I would make sure that my
pet doesn’t run free without his badge and properly
identified. That's my responsibility and my duty and
that's what I do.

Unlike other countries, Canada doesn’t
have a federal law governing animal
research and there is concern. Canada
will become a haven for animal
experimentation. The Senate is
currently studying an anti-cruelty bill
that could be extended to include Jab
animals. And guess whose fighting it?

Reporter Mark Keliy

The industry’s own watchdog, the interviewing Dr. Gauthler.
CCAC, .

@ Canadian Council on

MARK KELLEY: Why then have . nﬁnirgaf ii;reg Péﬁféﬁfg

ape . . Q -

you taken a position against the {ps,:"] fn:ubfm-tted to the

federal iegislation against cruelty  House of Commons Standing

to animals? Why are you Committee on Justice and

. . Human Rights. See also:

lObbymg agamst that? CCAC position statement on

DR. GAUTHIER: We are not Bill C-15B [PDF].

lobbying against it --1 don’t know
“where you took your information-- but we have
stated publicly that we are for it
MARK KELLEY: You support it as long as it doesn't
apply to animals being used in research?
DR. GAUTHIER: No, no, noc. We are for it, but we
just want to be sure that actually through the various
waording changes that are being made that there is
no potential negative impact that would result on the
sacially acceptable use of animals in science.

e DOQCUMENTS: Canadian Councll on Animal Care: Proposed
amendments to Bill C-15 rrog] - submitted to the House of
Commons Standing Committee on Justice and Human
Rights. See also: CCAC position statement on Bill C-158
[PDF].

Some communities are passing by-laws to stop the use of pound
animals. It's a small step, but big enough to worry Dr. Denna
Benn at the University of Guelph’s animal laboratory [see: Inside a
Laboratoryl.

MARK KELLEY: Could we
get a list of which pounds
that you get these from?
DR. BENN: No, in actual
fact we've got an
arrangement with the
pounds that we won't

Y e sk release that information.
Dr. Denna Benn at the And the reason that we

http://www.cbe.ca/ disclosure/archives/0303 04 animals/regulators_print.html 5/21/2003
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don’t do that is because

animal activists in the past

have mounted campaigns
of harassment, etcetera, and are motivated to try to
convince people not to release these pound dogs.
MARK KELLEY: That object to the fact to the use of
these pound dogs specifically? _
DR. BENN; Well, it can be that, right through as
soon as you get rid of the pound dogs the next thing
is the purpose bred dogs. And then once we've got
rid of the purpose bred dogs, then it's the cats, the
goats, It's the whole thing. So of course, once it's
released to the public, you don’t know where it's .
going to go, '

Unlversity of Gueiph’s animal
laboraiory.
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